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"You, my brothers, were called to be free."  Galatians 5:13a

Called to be Free
  
      "God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life." (John 3:16).  That may be one of the first Bible passages that I ever memorized.  I'm glad that I did.  I don't know how many times I have thought about it, recited it, and treasured what it says.  God loved me so much that he made the ultimate sacrifice to save me.  And not only me!  God so love "the world" that he asked his Son to go down from heaven to pay for the sins of ever human who would ever live.
     It was a huge price to pay.  The price of one single sin is an eternity of torment in hell.  Jesus was sent to pay for all of the sins of all of the people of all time.  And yet God sent him, not because he HAD to, but because he WANTED to.  He "so loved" the world.  It was a heavy price to pay, but it was the price that Jesus did pay when he suffered and died on Calvary's cross.  And when he proclaimed, "It is finished," the chains of sin fell fromthe hearts of God's people.
     We "were called to be free."  We were invited to live free of the eternal doom of sin.  We were called to live free of guilt and fear and anxiety and worry.  An eternity of perfect joy and happiness is ours because God sent his Son to pay our admission fee with his body and blood.  Through his Word he offers that "paid in full" ticket to every single person who lives.
     The Galatian Christians had been given their tickets.  But now there were those among them who wanted to attach strings.  They wanted to impose "rules" on God's people.  They insisted that the people had to not only believe in Jesus as their Savior but then do something to secure their tickets to heaven.  They were being told that they had to obey the Old Testament laws that God had given to their forefathers so long ago.
     Their pastor wrote to them and told them that was not true.  Jesus had set them free, free from their sins and free from the Old Testament rules and regulations that had been put in place to help them look forward to the Savior God had promised to send and what he would do for them.  And now Jesus had come, so the preparation didn't need to be made any longer.  Now they could live in the freedom he brought to them.
     Over the next 1500 or so years, those same chains were being shackled to God's people again.  The leaders of the Catholic church were binding the people with man-made rules not given by God.  The freedom had been taken away and replaced with obligations.  Joy had been replaced by uncertainty.  "You have been set free" was replaced with "You can be set free."
     God sent Martin Luther to herald the message of Paul to the Galatians.  "You, my brothers, were called to be free."  Jesus did everything that had to be done to acquire our tickets to heaven.  Faith in him makes us "sons of God and heirs of eternal life."  We cannot let anyone take that freedom away.  God loves us too much to let that happen!  So, go, and live in that freedom, praising God for his great love.
